Lesson #1

Title: Mapping Our Routes and Roots

Time of day: TBD

Artist: Jasmine Liang

Materials/Prep: Paper, pencils, tracing paper, markers

Introduction/Goals: How do maps help us in our everyday lives? What would you like
to add or change about a map? How do you interact with space differently from a friend
or family member in a different location than yours? In this lesson, we will draw out our
movements and routes and create maps that represent our individual locations within
San Francisco, the Bay Area, the world and beyond.

Activity:

Get a big piece of paper. Draw your home at the center of the paper. Around your
home, draw all the places in your neighborhood that you like to go to. Continue to
expand the map to the farthest places you can think of. These can be places you've
been to, places you've heard of, the most important thing is that these are places you
feel connected to. Follow your instincts on where to place things on the map. You can
choose to put labels or draw lines between each place.

Vocabulary: Mapmaking, cartography, topography, borders, location, scale, route
Closing: Look at the maps that other students have made. Have each student share
what their favorite parts of their own map are.

Successes: Students will have a map that is personal to them.

Challenges: Deciding on how you want your map to look like can be difficult in the
beginning. Students can experiment with the alternate options to help kickstart their
project.

CA State Standards: 4.VA:Cr1.1, Brainstorm individual and collaborative approaches
to a creative art or design problem.

Relevant Artists: Firelei Baez, Qiu Zhijie, Enrigue Chagoya, Jean-Ulrick Désert,
Jayashree Chakravarty, indigenous maps of the 16th and 17th centuries in Latin
America



https://jamescohan.viewingrooms.com/content/feature/81/artworks-22354-firelei-baez-untitled-le-jeu-du-monde-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byy3ewRg_40
https://www.pafa.org/museum/collection/item/road-map
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/jean-ulrick-desert-waters-of-kiskeya-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjA2X_BxVr4
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-indigenous-artists-maps-tools-resistance-colonial-mexico
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-indigenous-artists-maps-tools-resistance-colonial-mexico

